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Roberta Schwartz and Jeff Dunn were 
born in the same hospital fifteen days 
apart in New York City.   While Roberta 
spent the first few years of her life living 
in the Bronx, Jeff’s father owned a 
grocery store there.   

It seems that Roberta and Jeffs’ lives 
would continue to run in a parallel 
direction.   In the mid-fifties, both families 
made the decision to move to a more 
rural part of New York.   It was at about 
the time that the Tappan Zee Bridge was 
being finished to connect Westchester 
County to Rockland County.    The Dunns 
and the Schwartzs saw great opportunity 
in moving their families to Rockland.   
While Roberta and family moved to Pearl 
River, Jeff’s parents Pauline and Irving 
moved to the first development in New 
City.

Jeff and Roberta describe Rockland 
County as a rural oasis when they first 
moved here.   They remember a time 
when Route 304 was a two lane roa  by 
the current Chinese Buffet restaurant.   
“We would sled there down that hill until 
we arrived on the other side of the road.”, 
Jeff notes.   Jeff also remembers New 
City’s Main Street as having a wonderful 
“Mayberry” like feel with everyone 
knowing one another.

Pauline and Irving Dunn were founding 
members of Temple Beth Sholom, which 
originally resided in an 1820’s era white 
colonial home at 228 New Hempstead 
Road.   Jeff describes the early days of 
Beth Sholom as a joyous time in his life. 
And notes that his summers were spent 
at the Beth Sholom pool.   “We were the 
shul with the pool,” he explains.   

Jeff had his Bar Mitzvah in the White 
Building in 1964.   “When I had my Bar 
Mitzvah, the pulpit was in one room and 
the congregation had to sit in two rooms 
that opened into it.   This meant that the 
two halves of the congregation could not 
see each other.”   Jeff fondly remembers 
the caretaker’s family who lived on the 
third floor of the building, “After religious 
school, we would go upstairs and get 
cookies from them.”

It was during their teenage years that 
Jeff and Roberta finally met one another.   
Roberta was a member of Beth Am 
Temple in Pearl River where she was 
involved with the NFTY youth group.   A 
dance was taking place at Beth Sholom, 
where local bands were playing rock 
and roll music.   It was in that white 
building at 228 New Hempstead where 
Roberta and Jeff danced to the sounds 
of Creedence Clearwater Revival and 
Donovan.   As youth group advisor Marty 
Cohen watched on, Roberta and Jeff 
Dunn found one another.

They were married on June 10th, 1973 
and eventually built a home in New City 
on Sandstone Trail.   Along with their 
neighbors such as the Hertzs, the Burns 
and the Bergmans, Jeff and Roberta 
joined Beth Sholom.   Now situated in 
an adjacent brick building, the Temple 
was growing at break-neck speed.   Jeff 
and Robertas’ daughters Alisa and Cheryl 
were named and had their Bat Mitzvah 
ceremonies in the current sanctuary.  
Temple Beth Sholom, where Roberta and 
Jeff met, truly became a center point of 
their lives.

For the past 29 years, Roberta has been 
a pre-school teacher in the Temple Beth 
Sholom nursery school.   Jeff is proud 
of his wife and he notes that she has 
truly introduced hundreds of children 
and families to the Temple community.   
Roberta takes great pride in the nursery 
program and loves being a part of young 

childrens’ transformation.   

Jeff and Roberta Dunn have had a truly 
sacred connection to Temple Beth 
Sholom.   The Temple not only introduced 
them to one another, but also became 
a place where sacred occassions--both 
happy and sad--took place.   In thinking 
about the role that Temple Beth Sholom 
plays in his current life, Jeff stated, “This 
place offers a real sense of grounding to 
me.”

This article was written by Rabbi Leiken.
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From the President

From the President Judi Weiss

About a year ago, the Strategic Planning 
Committee decided to come up with a 
new, fresh logo for our synagogue.  We 
worked on it for quite a while, with Gene 
Freyer , a member of the committee 
as well as  a graphic artist, constantly 
listening to our thoughts and coming 
up with new samples.   Finally, it was 
unanimously agreed upon.  And thus, 
our new logo was born:

Temple Beth Sholom – where 
relationships matter.

It may seem to have been a simple feat, 
but it was far from it.  We wanted the 
logo to represent who we are and what 
we stand for.  

As most of you know my story, I was not 
active in temple life for the latter part 
of my temple membership.  It was not 
intentional; it was just how things were.  

I was busy bringing up my children, 
taking care of the family and working.  
Other priorities got in the way and 
Temple Beth Sholom just remained in 
the background.  Many of the families 
that I joined with had left the temple, 
one by one, as their children had their 
B’nei  Mitzvahs.  I found myself alone, 
not knowing many congregants. 

I would smile and say hello to the 
familiar faces but my interaction 
stopped there.  

One day I was personally invited to a 
Sisterhood meeting, met many new 
women, and felt a genuine warmth and 
camaraderie among them. It opened 
the doors for me.  It was an aspect of 
temple life that had been missing from 
my personal life.  I quickly became 
Sisterhood Vice President and moved on 
to Sisterhood President.  My relationship 
with TBS had dramatically changed.  
Three years ago I was asked to become 
Temple President… something that 
I would have never imagined nor 
expected.  But it happened, and through 
much soul searching, I decided to accept 
the challenge.  

Being president has been one of the 
most rewarding and gratifying aspects 
of my life. It has totally changed 
who I am. I am so humbled and 
honored that I have been able to form 
relationships with so many people in our 
congregation, with clergy, with staff, as 
well as the neighboring community and 
organizations.  

I can honestly say, “Yes, my friends, 
relationships matter.”  Relationships fill 
your heart with love and put a smile 
on your face.  Relationships don’t just 
happen.  You have to make it happen. 
You have to recognize that we are not 
on Earth to see how important we 
can become, but to see how much 
difference we can make in the lives of 
others.  

I challenge you all to make new temple 
friends and to make our logo come 
alive.  Then, and only then, will you find 
the warmth and love that surrounds 
you behind the doors of Temple Beth 
Sholom.

Best Always,
Judi
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When it comes to Jewish life, relationships are paramount.   
They provide context to the beauty and the meaning of 
what could be otherwise understood as a complex tradition.   
They provide access to the inner mystery of what could be 
otherwise understood as a closed tradition.    We best meet 
Judaism when we have strong relationships with other Jews 
and with both Rabbis and Cantors.  

If relationships are such a critical part of engaging Jews, one 
would expect the synagogue to have focused its attention 
on building and strengthening relationships.    In his 
seminal study on the success of Jewish engagement in the 
synagogue, Sacha Litman discovered just the opposite.  He 
writes,  

“Very few synagogues spend significant human or 
budgetary resources on building relationships among 
the members of the congregation.”  (Schusterman 
Foundation, 1999)

Perhaps we shouldn’t be surprised.  The modern suburban 
synagogue is a product of a fifties consumer culture, which 
imagined that people wanted to run in, get what they need 
and then quickly leave.  The consumer culture focused on 
transactions in place of meaningful interactions.   The result 
was a highly transactional Judaism, which was focused on 
what I get from you instead of on a mutual and ongoing 
understanding of who we are to each other.

This transactional illness has had a profound effect on 
our general society as a whole.   Today, we lack the kind 
of meaningful and sustainable relationships that our lives 
need.   We scurry by one another, without ever taking 
the time to get to truly know one another.  Instead of 
expressing ourselves with the subtelty of voice inflection 
and body movement, we send each other short character 
tweets and texts.   We depend on instantaneous interactions 
that do little to help us understand one another.

The Jewish philosopher Martin Buber had a term for 
the limited transactional connections we have with one 
another.   He called them “I-It” encounters, where the other 
is always being objectified.   Buber explained that the true 
reciprocal relationship was “I-Thou” and constituted a sacred 
encounter in which two became one -- where the two 
embraced one another.   Buber argued that the world was 
dependent on such relationships, and that too often we 
lacked them.

I recently sat down with an old friend from college.   Over 
coffee, we spent two hours talking about our lives and 
recalling our past.   It was one of those conversations where 
you forget where you are.   You become so entranced in the 
dialogue with the other person that the outside world turns 
into a pale background.   Gone are the distractions that so 
often take over in most conversations.   There I sat with my 
dear college friend, realizing not only how meaningful my 
relationship was with him, but also how the relationship 
had forged my whole sense of self.   Indeed, I am the 
product of this and many other friendships.   

I am fortunate to have built many relationships with so 
many of you.   However, I fully recognize that there are many 
who I have yet to get to know.   I hope that each and every 
member of this community will participate in our One-To-
One program by emailing me at 
rabbi.leiken@tbsrockland.org.   

Why Relationships Matter



From the Cantor 

An Interview with Cantor Anna (Part Two)

Question: How did life change once you 
moved to Israel?

Cantor Anna: Once my family settled 
in Israel I focused on continuing my 
education. I attended The JERUSALEM 
RUBIN ACADEMY OF MUSIC earning my 
bachelors degree in music. 
After graduation, I began working in 
Jerusalem as a Choral Director. The 
position entailed a large role with a great 
deal of responsibility, overseeing 10 
different choirs (a combination of adult 
and children’s choirs).  It was during this 
period that I recognized music was my 
passion and life’s focus.

While living in Israel, and pursuing my 
career I met and married my husband 
Gary. I gave birth to our first child, Daniel, 
in Jerusalem in 1998. 

Question: How did you transition from 
the path of musician/choral director 
to Cantor? What/who were the major 
influences leading you to your Cantor 
career path?

Cantor Anna: While in Jerusalem and 
becoming established in my choral 
conductor career, I recall visiting a very 
traditional, Orthodox type synagogue 
there where the women were upstairs 
and the men were downstairs. I could not 
connect with the separation between men 
and women. 

In Israel there are two extremes when 
it comes to how religion is practiced. 
Typically, people are either very religious 
or they choose no real practice of the 
Jewish religion.

My best friend, Cantor Sergei Schwartz, 
exposed me to the Reform Judaism 
movement.  He invited me to his Reform 
temple in Jerusalem, at The Seminary 
Hebrew Union College. Here I was part of 
a Reform service with men and women 
sitting together praying, singing, and 
playing instruments, and I was stunned 
and enchanted by this. 

Sergei was the first person to tell me I 
should become a Reform Cantor, and at 
first the idea seemed almost impossible. 
I never imagined something like that 
could be reasonable or possible in my life. 
However, I instantly fell in love with the 
Reform movement, and began to realize 
that some day I would be able to combine 
my Judaism with my passion for music.
 
During this time I continued to work and 
built a very successful career as a Choral 
Conductor. I was appointed Conductor 
of The Philharmonic Choir in Tel Aviv. 
At this juncture I felt I was on a solid 
career path.  I became inspired to write 
letters to universities in the US, looking 
to find a program where I could earn my 
master’s degree. One university I was very 
interested in attending happened to be in 
California.  

Ironically, a few years earlier, my in-laws 
had left their home in Riga, Latvia, and 
were living in San Francisco. My husband 
was interested in moving to be closer to 
his family, so when I won a scholarship to 
attend the master’s degree program at San 
Francisco State University, it was a perfect 
match. After living in Jerusalem for ten 
years I was now off to the USA. 

In San Francisco I was offered the position 
of Assistant Musical Choral Director. My 
plans were to be in the US for two years 
as I earned my master’s degree and then 
return to Israel.
 
One day I received a phone call from 
Cantor Martin Feldman, one of the leading 
Reform Cantors in San Francisco. Martin 
was interested in taking choral conducting 
lessons and sought me out to be his 
instructor. I began working with him 
and was invited to visit Martin’s Reform 
temple. I came to his temple and once 
again felt a deep, strong connection with 
the Reform movement there. Also feeling 
homesick for Israel, I felt the urge to come 
to a synagogue, and there at Martin’s 
Reform temple I found my comfort and my 
“Israel” through Jewish liturgical music and 
prayers.

As my relationship with Martin grew 
and he got to know me as we continued 
to work together I continued to attend 
his Reform temple. Finally, he urged me 
to become a Reform Cantor.  This was a 
dream I held within my soul for as long as I 
could remember.

My road from Choral Director to Cantor 
officially began in 2002 when I applied to 
the Cantorial Program at Hebrew Union 
College - Jewish Institute of Religion in 
New York City. Gary, Daniel and I were 
still living in San Francisco as I was going 
through the program’s application process. 
During this same time period I was also 
eagerly awaiting the birth of our second 
child. My daughter Avital was born in San 
Francisco and Avital was just three weeks 
old when I was offered admission into 
the Cantorial program at Hebrew Union 
College. 
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Why Relationships Matter

The following article is the second half of an interview with Cantor Anna, conducted by Lamp Editor 
Stacey Schiff.  The first half can be accessed on our website at www.tbsrockland.org.



From the Cantor Continued

6

In 2003 Gary, our two children and I left San 
Francisco and moved to the Northeast. I 
started my new path in life. We found a home 
in Fairlawn, NJ and I began my Cantorial 
studies at NYU Hebrew Union College.  
Eventually we decided to move our family to 
Rockland County, we first lived in Congers, 
and eventually bought our current home in 
New City. At this time Sergei Schwartz was the 
cantor at Temple Beth Sholom, and living here 
in Rockland with his wife and family. Gary and 
I were extremely close friends with Cantor 
Schwartz and his wife and this special family 
friendship was a large reason we moved to 
this area. 

My professional and family life continued to 
flourish in Rockland County. In 2009 Gary and 
I welcomed our younger son Ron into the 
world. And in 2014 our family of five grew to 
a family of six with the birth of our youngest 
daughter, Ariel.

Question: Can you describe what you enjoy 
most in your role as a Cantor?

Cantor Anna: As a Cantor I am able to 
experience the passion I feel for Judaism, 
music, the reform Jewish community, 
and relating to people. I enjoy the many 
different responsibilities I have within our 
congregation. One of my favorite roles is 
working with the choir. 

This work brings me great joy and pleasure. 
I also love to discover new talent amongst 
our congregants. We have so many talented 
people in our congregation and it is a great 
joy to watch congregants as they connect 
with the music and the experience of being 
part of a temple choir.  I feel a choir is like 
a mini community. Within a choir, just like 
any community there are many different 
personalities and differences. As Cantor it is 
my job to negotiate and navigate through 
these differences, to create true collaboration 
to keep our choir together as a community.

Question: Would you tell us a bit about 
home life and your four children?

Cantor Anna: I have a pretty ordinary home 
life. Meaning my daily routine is very similar 
to most of our congregants who are also 
raising children. When I am home I am a 

mom. In September I was taking pictures of 
my children at the bus stop on the first day 
of school. Each morning I make breakfast, 
prepare the kids for school; I drive my children 
to sports practices and games.

I have four wonderful children at home, each 
one at a very different age and phase of 
growing up. My youngest daughter Ariel is 
attending our Temple’s Nursery School (she 
is almost 3). My younger son Ron is a second 
grader at Laurel Plains Elementary School; he 
swims at Condors Swimming Club and plays 
soccer. My daughter Avital is a freshman at 
Clarkstown South High School. She is on the 
diving team, she studies dance at Coupe, 
loves gymnastics, and is very involved in 
our temple’s youth group. My oldest son 
Daniel is college age attending the Rockland 
Community College Honors Program. 

Question: Can you find one word to 
describe the most challenging part of 
juggling motherhood and career?

Cantor Anna: DISTRACTIONS – is my one word 
description. (laughter)
This is so hard to answer in one word. It is 
all about finding the balance between my 
responsibilities and all the different, many 
distractions that present each and every day.
There is a constant feeling of push and pull 
from all of the distractions. I find myself 
wanting to jump on something that comes 
up immediately, and then I remember I must 
stop, pause, take a step back and breathe. It 
is a daily challenge to carve out the time to 
separate from all of the distractions in order to 
distinguish what is most important. My goal 
to prioritize is a constant challenge, and one 
I recognize is an essential part of my job as a 
mother.
 
Question: You possess an extraordinarily 
graceful, strong, calm and joyful energy.   
What grounds you?

Cantor Anna: I find my grounding in the 
moments of life. It may come in a moment in 
the service when the congregation sings, or it 
may come in a moment sitting with one of my 
children and realizing I have done something 
right. I feel myself fully come into the present 
moment having a mindful experience.
Often times these are very short and rare 

moments. But I would say I live for those 
moments.

Question: What other types of music do you 
enjoy outside of choir/religious? 

Cantor Anna: I love all kinds of music. In any 
genre I find there is an artistry of making 
beautiful music and this gives me a feeling of 
connection to it. Although, not so much with 
rap music…. (laughter).

Jewish music summarizes all styles of 
music in the world. The quality of the music 
and getting people inspired is part of me. 
I still have a love for Jazz as it is mostly 
improvisational and gives the musicians 
license to express themselves the most.

Question: How do your children find 
the experience of growing up as first 
generation Americans? 

Cantor Anna: My children are truly American. 
They are growing up being true patriots, 
and are very proud to be first generation 
American. Although my children are growing 
up trilingual (we speak Russian, Hebrew and 
English at home), and we embrace parts 
from our various different cultures within our 
family, we feel at home here and we proudly 
celebrate all the American holidays and feel so 
much a part of the United States of America.

Of course, my heart breaks for my family who 
are still in Russia when I hear the news, and 
I’m always on the alert for my family in Israel. 
Long distance family relationships are tough, 
because my kids are growing up here in the 
US; but personally I am very proud of having 
both American and a Israeli citizenship, and to 
be able to vote and stand up for both of my 
countries (American and Israeli). 

I should add, while I grew up in Russia and I 
speak Russian, I don’t consider Russia as “my 
home” country as my parents had a really hard 
time there. I have my family there and this 
year we are going to visit. We will be going to 
Moscow and Riga (my husband’s origin) after 
27 years not being there…
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From the Nursery School -Lori Scott

From the Religious School - Marilyn Fellows

“The quality of your life is determined by the 
quality of your relationships”.

I’m not sure where that quote came from 
but whoever said it was a very emotionally 
intelligent person.                              

In our Nursery School, to paraphrase, the 
quality of your child’s preschool life is 
determined  by several sets of relationships. 
The first of these relationships is the one your 
child has with the Nursery School staff. From 
the moment you and your child walk down 
our stairs and into our inviting, mural drawn 
hallway, you feel the warmth and see the 
smiles on everyone’s faces. 

Sometimes, the positive energy of those 
morning greetings is so intense that one 
mother said to me, smilingly, I haven’t had 
enough caffeine yet for all of this singing 
and greeting!  Each and every child has a 

relationship with all of us that keeps that child 
feeling safe and ready to learn. Each of us in 
invested wholly in each child and often we are 
meeting before school, after school, or texting 
each other on evenings and weekends with 
new ways to enhance each child’s pre-school 
experience.

The next very important relationships happen 
at two levels: the children find friends and 
the parents find friends. These relationships 
go way beyond the pre-school years and I 
can attest to that from personal experience. 
My son, who is now 31 years old, met his best 
friend at TBS Nursery School in the 3’s. Now 
they both have children and they are raising 
those children to be friends together! So 
many of our parents have gone on to become 
lifelong family friends, vacationing together, 
enjoying family dinners and events and 
helping and supporting each other through 
good times and bad.

Another relationship that certainly affects the 
quality of any program is the relationship of 
the staff to one another. This is something 
that makes TBS so special! We are all family 
here and since almost all of our own children 
were once TBS nursery children we all know 

each other’s children. We share joy and sorrow 
as a family and the group texts that we all 
engage in are a testament to the fun we have 
together. We even arranged a dinner and staff 
meeting so that we could all watch “This is 
Us” together!                               The children feel 
this when they are with us. They know that 
all of us care about each other and that every 
teacher is part of this family that cares about 
every one of them.

Last, but certainly equally important are the 
relationships that begin here with our clergy. 
The children know that they will see the Rabbi 
and Cantor every week and as over the years 
our children grow up to become a bar or bat 
mitzvah at TBS, I know that these early Jewish 
experiences and relationships took root here  
and will carry them through all the exciting 
life cycles that await them.

The quality of all of our lives at the Nursery 
School have been and continue to be 
determinded by and enriched by the quality 
of our relationships.

Warmly,
Lori Scott, Nursery School Director

As many of you know, I was recently 
honored for my involvement in our 
children’s Jewish education for the past 36 
years.  Rabbi Leiken spoke at the service 
about the first time we met.  He began our 
conversation by telling me about the advice 
of his grandmother.  She said the way to 
get to know someone is to ask them “what 

their story is..”  We sat telling each other our 
“stories” and got to know one another.

Often times in our busy family life, especially 
in these days of Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram, we might drift out of touch 
with those people most important to us, 
especially our children.  Let’s take the 
Rabbi’s grandmother’s advice and sit down 
with your children from time to time and ask 
them their “story”.  

What things are important to them?  What’s 
going on in their lives?  Never take things for 
granted.  Their world is constantly changing.   
Talk about their goals, dreams, friends and 
concerns.  You may be surprised at some 
of their answers.  There is no better way to 

build a relationship than by asking, listening 
and learning.

On a similar note, build relationships with 
the Religious School teachers.  Find out 
their story and let them know “yours”.  
Building connections with the people in 
our lives must be an ongoing “work in 
progress”.  The extra time spent in building 
these relationships will yield a lifetime of 
blessings..

B’Shalom
Marilyn Fellows
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by Ethan Braunfotel
8th grade member of NEFESH

Hello Temple Beth Sholom congregation,  
my name is Ethan Braunfotel and I am part 
of the Nefesh youth group for our temple.  
I have belonged to TBS since I was in 
preschool and I had my Bar Mitzvah at TBS 
last year.  I will be writing a movie review for 
you, coming to a theater near you real soon!  
“The Frisco Kid”, is a 1979 American western 
comedy starring Gene Wilder and Harrison 
Ford.  It is rated PG.  

The movie is about a Polish Rabbi, named 
Avram Belinski, who is on a journey to San 
Francisco, from Philadelphia, to become the 
Rabbi 

of a temple in San Francisco.  He is given a 
torah to bring with him to his new temple 
and he is promised a wife when he gets 
there.  While on his way he makes an unlikely 
friend in a bank robber, played by Harrison 
Ford, named Tommy.  

During the Rabbi’s journey he is betrayed 
by a group of  con men when they steal two 
hundred dollars from him and leave him 
along the side of a road in Pennsylvania. 
There he meets and spends time with the 
Pennsylvania Dutch.  He is forced to continue 
the journey, even under the circumstances.  
He takes a train west and winds up in Ohio.  
As he continues west from Ohio he comes 
upon Tommy (Harrison Ford). 

These two become good friends and Tommy 
guides him to his destination.  Along the way 
they have many crazy adventures, including 
time spent with a Native American tribe and 
Trappist Monks.  During the journey, the 
two teach each other things about life.  My 
favorite part of the movie was that no matter 
what came his way, Avraham held a strong 
connection to his Jewish faith.  He lived by 
the Torah and he  followed every single law.  
For example, when Avram and Tommy meet 

the Native Americans, the chief asked Avram 
if he would go into a burning fire for  his 
Torah.  

His answer is “yes” and to prove it he is 
forced to lie down in a pit of burning flames.  
Thankfully he lives.  Another part that I like 
about the movie is the irony in the movie.  
I think that it’s funny that a rabbi, who is 
very religious and follows every word of the 
Torah, becomes friends with a bank robber 
who will do anything to steal money.  

This is definitely against the Torah, and even 
though Tommy is not the best of guys, the 
Rabbi is able to see his good attributes and 
they remain true friends.  

So in conclusion,  I really enjoyed the movie 
and I definitely recommend it to anyone 
who is looking to watch a nice light hearted 
buddy comedy, with some life lessons 
included.  

The Frisco Kid played as a part of the JCC 
Rockland County film festival in April and 
is widely available by streaming online at 
NETFLIX and beyond.

A Film Review The Frisco Kid

In January, a group of eighteen 8th-12th graders worked 
at the Hebrew Union College Soup Kitchen in NYC 
to learn about the importance of treating one another 
with dignity.   The teens acted as waiters, waitresses 
and greeters and engaged with the diverse array guests.  
Thank you to the parents who were involved.

In February, nine 9th-12th graders went with Rabbi Leiken and 
Youth Advisor Andrea Seidenberg to Washington D.C. for the 
L’Takein Conference in which teens lobby their 
members of Congress and learn about social justice from a Jew-
ish perspective.  We will be going back to D.C. and taking other 
important trips next year and beyond.
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         Bob, Cassidy, Rachel and Lisa Kurkela pose outside of the synagogue

Lisa Rosenfeld Kurkela and Bob Kurkela are members of Temple Beth 
Sholom with two teenage daughters.   In this article, Lisa explains 
why she has stayed a member after her two daughters had their Bat 
Mitzvah ceremonies, and how the synagogue an important place.

Many people I know have joined this temple (or any for that 
matter) for their kids.  They joined to instill Judaism in their 
family and prepare for their children’s Bar/Bat Mitzvahs.  And 
all too often, once that milestone has passed, they leave.  
They leave because life gets busier, because money is tight, 
because other things seem to “come up.”

My kids have both had their Bat Mitzvahs.  I’m still here.   
Recent life events gave me reason to think about why I 
continue my temple membership and the answer for me is 
crystal clear. 

Why am I a member of this temple?    Not because of the 
good times, the mitzvahs and the joy – although those are 
fabulous moments not to be discounted.  I’m a member 
because life is full of sorrow.  Because having a congregation 
that supports you can mean everything.  Because having 
a Rabbi and Cantor that know me and my family gives me 
a sense of comfort.   Because the saddest time of your life 
can be made better when surrounded by people who love 
you.  That’s community.  That’s support.  That’s Temple Beth 
Sholom.   

My mom was 93 when she passed early this year.  As 
prepared as I thought I would be, I learned quickly that one 
never really is.    But as sad as I am - and will be for a long 
time to come - I know that my Mom’s life was happy and 
beautiful.   I know how blessed I am to have had each and 

every moment with her.   

Rabbi Leiken, Cantor Anna and the TBS community gave my 
family the opportunity to celebrate her life; to pay tribute 
to those wonderful 93 years.  To have her live on - not just 
for the moment of the service, but for eternity.  They gave a 
tribute that allowed me to leave the service with joy in my 
heart.  Because of our clergy and the beautiful service they 
gave, my friends who attended the funeral and didn’t know 
my Mom said they felt like they knew her all their lives that 
day.  

Then there was the Shiva and the support of the 
congregants.   The Temple Sisterhood and Temple 
Brotherhood were there for us each step of the way.  
They gave to us in memorial, in comfort food and in 
companionship.   They came to the Shiva, they checked in 
regularly and they made sure we had what we needed.

That type of support doesn’t come from anonymous chapels 
or random acquaintances.   It doesn’t come from clergy 
assigned from the funeral home.  It comes from your family, 
your community and our extended family at Temple Beth 
Sholom.  

So to my wonderful Rabbi and Cantor, I say thank you.  To my 
friends in the temple community, I say thank you.  To those 
congregants who made a donation in my mother’s name, I 
say Thank You.  To our President, Judi Weiss for keeping the 
threads together – you are a rock star (and of course, thank 
you). 

And for those families at the end of the Hebrew school years, 
those on the verge of drifting off, I say Don’t Go!   You may 
have joined for the kids…the preschool, the bar and bat 
mitzvahs, the celebrations, but stay at Temple Beth Sholom 
for you.  

Stay for the meaning and camaraderie. Stay for the support 
system.  Stay because during those difficult times in life, 
when your grief is so painful that you are immobilized, this 
Temple will be there for you.  It will be there to help guide 
the way, to help get you through your sorrow.  To allow you 
to focus on the memories that make you smile rather than 
cry.   I think that’s a pretty good reason to stay, don’t you?

Why I’m Here
Or Why I Love Temple Beth Sholom
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From the 
Strategic 
Planning 
Committee

TBS is now in the process of a “Moving 
Towards the Future Campaign”.  Over the 
summer, a strategic planning committee 
will begin writing a vision statement and 
developing a multi-year strategic plan 
to achieve that vision.  The campaign 
will also focus on developing stronger 
relationships and leaders within the 
congregation.

It is our goal to ensure that our 
synagogue continues to be a warm 
and relational place where we feel 
loved, accepted and enthused about 
progressive and communal Jewish living.   
 
As a part of our voyage forward, we 
are engaging in a number of exciting 
programs of which we are inviting you to 
participate.  

Focus Groups: We are now holding focus 
groups in order to hear about concerns 
and about visions for the future.   These 
groups last only 45 minutes to an hour 
and can be done in a variety of ways. 

Relational Meetings: Congregant 
Brian Smith has been holding relational 
meetings, in which a diverse group of 
TBS members speak about issues burning 
on their chest in a means of developing 
intimacy amongst diverse groups.   Over 
75 people have participated in these 
powerful meetings and we would like the 
entire community to have an opportunity 
to do the same.

One-to-One Meeting with Rabbi 
Leiken: This is a 40 minute meeting in 
which the Rabbi can get to know you and 
your family better, while also helping to 
discover ways in which your synagogue 
experience can be the most fruitful.   The 
first 50 congregants to hold a relational 
meeting with Rabbi Leiken will receive a 
TBS tote bag!!

We truly need each of you as we move 
forward and we hope you will take 
advantage of these opportunities to 
be heard.    Our future depends on the 
involvement, investment and motivation 
of our members.   

If you are interested in being involved in 
any of these programs, please be in touch 
with the office at 845.638.0770.

Sincerely,

Jason Bernstein, Stacy Garcia, 
Lance Gilden, Gene Freyer, Tamra Eker, 

Judi Weiss and Rabbi Brian Leiken

Only two remaining for the year!!!

APRIL 7th at 6:30PM
MAY 5th at 6:30PM

A family-style musical Shabbat 
experience with accoustic guitar, 
bongos, flute and a stand-up bass...



Donations

11

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Devra & Kenneth Kanter
Jerry & Carole Korn
Marty Cohen 
Scott & Alissa Frendel
 In honor of Drew Frendel’s Bar Mitzvah
David Miller
 In memory of Anne Miller
Stan & Betty Cohen
 In memory of Rebecca Grossman
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Barbara & Bruce Flanz
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
 In memory of Isadore Fine
Ruth & Steve Frei
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Lisa Aschenbrand
 In memory of Harriette Bishansky
Joan Klein
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Arleen & Ken Bernstein
 In honor of Luke Jackson Frank
 In honor of Zachary Reed Leventhal
Nancy Goldberg
 In memory of Charles Unger
 In memory of Bailee Robinson
Cary Falber
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Judy & Howie Weingart
 In memory of Theresia Glessman
Ellen Washburn
 In memory of Dorothy Goldberg
Madeline & Nathan Distler
 In appreciation

CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Sally Winter
Jerry & Carole Korn
Devra & Kenneth Kanter
 In appreciation to Cantor Anna
 In memory of Theresia Glessman
Bob & Elaine Kaplan 
 In memory of Jack Levinger
Marty Cohen
                Mazel Tov to Cantor Anna for being honored 
                by Israel Bonds
Marsha and Fred Kaufman
 In honor of the birth of Luke Jackson Frank
 Mazel Tov to Cantor Anna for being 
                     honored by Israel Bonds
Barbara & Bruce Flanz
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
 In memory of Isadore Fine
Arthur & Michelle Wunderlich
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Arleen & Ken Bernstein
In memory of Martin Bernstein
Ellen Levine
 Mazel Tov to Cantor Anna 
Suzanne Bernstein
 In appreciation
Karen & Kenneth Sherman
 In memory of Theresia Glessman

BEAUTIFICATION FUND
David & Paula Ridge
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Bob & Phyllis Stone
In memory of Martin Bernstein

BROTHERHOOD
Gary and Anna Eisenberg
In memory of Martin Bernstein

CARING COMMUNITY FUND
Joan & Peter Lifson
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Kathleen Daly
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Carol & Larry Wolf
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Mimi & Stuart Korn
 In honor of Jerry Korn’s 75th birth-
day

DAVID CHARGER FUND
Lori & Neal Scott
 In honor of Zachary Reed Leven-
thal
Loren Gilitos and friends
 In memory of Rosalind Senzer
Steve and Arlene Hagendorf
 In memory of Frieda Hagendorf
Judy & Howie Weingart
 In honor of Marilyn Fellows

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE FUND
Jon & Melissa Bernstein
          In honor of Daniel Heuer’s Bar Mitzvah
Eliezra Garnell
Ron & Carol Kansky
 In memory of Julia Lindenbaum
 In memory of Al Lindenbaum
 In memory of Jack Levinger
Marilyn Fellows
 In memory of Mae Strongin
Rosalie Hoffer
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Suzanne Lavaux
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Ann & Gary Hochman
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Rebecca Shubert
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
James & Bonnie Kralik
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
David & Elaine Kurland
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Rosalie & Steve Kuland
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Bettye Neuwelt
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Kenneth & Rody Marvin
                  In memory of Martin Bernstein
Doris & Philip Fogel
                  In memory of Martin Bernstein
George & Mary Brauer
                  In memory of Martin Bernstein
Jessica and Craig Fetterman
 In memory of Martin Bernstein

MENSCH FUND
Jon & Melissa Bernstein
             In honor of Ryan Pollak’s  Bar Mitzvah
Judi & Lenny Weiss
            In honor of Ryan Pollak’s Bar Mitzvah
            In memory of Jack Levinger
Eva Simons
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Beverly & Stan Becker
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Renita & Bill Last
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Howard & Sara Kasen
 In memory of Martin Bernstein

MUSIC FUND
Joan & Peter Lifson
 In memory of Adele Tompkins
 In memory of Jack Tompkins
Sally Winter
 In memory of Cecil Dodick
 In memory of Bob Sperber
Philip & Carole Gruber
 In memory of Margo Horwitz
Nancy Goldberg
 In memory of Helen Shapiro
 In memory o f Harriet Werner
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Stan & Betty Cohen
 In memory of Shirley Klein
Risa Stern
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Joyce & Peter Taub
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Pearl & Marc Nagel
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Bob & Phyllis Stone
 In memory of Lawrence Stone
Gene & Iris Freyer
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Pat & Paul Barad
          In memory of Eileen Wendroff’s father

PRAYER BOOK FUND
David & Rowena Hill
          In memory of Martin Bernstein

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
David & Rowena Hill
 In honor of speedy recovery to 
Pearl Cohen
Judi and Lenny Weiss
       In honor of Ryan Pollak’s Bar Mitzvah
       In memory of Edna Rosenfeld
       In memory of Martin Bernstein
       In honor of Cantor Anna’s Birthday
       In honor of Jerry Korn’s Birthday
       In honor of Emma Bernstein’s Bat Mitzvah
       In honor of Rachel Sobel’s Bat Mitzvah
       In memory of Theresia Glessman
Pat and Paul Barad
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Sally Winter
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Jason Bernstein
                      In memory of Martin Bernstein

SISTERHOOD
Marilyn Fellows
 With much appreciation
Judy and Howard Weingart
In memory of Edna Rosenfeld
In memory of Martin Bernstein 

SOCIAL ACTION FUND
David & Rowena Hill
 In memory of Edna Rosenfeld
Jessica & Craig Fetterman
 In memory of Edna Rosenfeld
Ellen Levine
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Ellen & Richard Klinger
 In memory of Theresia Glessman

SOMO STUDIO FUND
Carol & Ira Garber
Nancy & John Kenney
 In memory of Martin Bernstein

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

You can now donate online at 
www.tbsrockland.org
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WednesdayMonday TuesdaySunday
1 2 3

7 8 9 10

14 15 16 17

21 22 23 24

28 29 30

6:00PM Nefesh and Youth Group Dinner 
at Rabbis Home

9:30AM Religious School
9:30AM Israel Family Education program 
for K-2 
10AM Education Committe Meeting
11:45AM Youth Group Car Wash

6PM Explorers Art Show
7PM Congregational Meeting

4:15 Religious School

Memorial Day 
Office Closed MAY 2017
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WednesdayMonday TuesdaySunday
2
9:30AM Religious School 
10:30AM Membership Meeting

3
6PM Youth Board
7:30PM Executive Board

4 5

9 10 11 12

16 17
Passover Day 7
Office Closed

18 19

23 24 25 26

30

First Night of Passover
No Religious School

10AM Education Committee
3PM Family Scavenger Hunt

YOM HA-SHOAH 7PM Rabbi Adult Education

7:00PM Brotherhood meeting

Office Closed
Passover Day 1

4:15 Religious School
6PM NEFESH and Youth
7PM Women’s Seder

4:15 Religious School

APRIL 2017

9:30AM Religious School
with Grade 7 Yom Ha-Shoah 
10am Board Meeting

10:15am Gr. 5/6 Living Museum

9:30AM Religious School

LAST DAY OF RS

Erev Shavuot
7PM Confirmation Service

CA
LE

N
D

A
RS

4:15PM Religious SchoolPassover Day 5
No Religious School

7:30PM Executive Board Meeting

7PM Rabbi Adult Education

Office Closed
Passover Day 2

YOM HA-ZIKARON YOM HA’ATZMAUT 7PM Sisterhood Beading

Lag B’omer
9:30AM Religious School

Community-Wide 
Yom Yerushalayim

31
Shavuot
Office Closed
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2017
SaturdayFridayWednesday Thursday

3 4 5 6

10 11 12 13

17 18 19 20

24 25 26 27

6:30PM Rock My Soul Shabbat 9AM Shabbat Torah Study

6PM Explorers Art Show
7PM Congregational Meeting

6PM Nursery School Concert
7:30PM Shabbat Service

7:30PM Shabbat Service

9AM Shabbat Torah Study
10:30AM Emma Fetterman Bat Mitzvah

Youth Group Limo Scavenger Hunt

9AM Shabbat Torah Study

9AM Shabbat Torah Study

MAY 2017
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2017
SaturdayFridayWednesday Thursday

5 6 7 8

12 13 14 15

19 20 21 22

26 27 28 29

6:30PM Rock My Soul Shabbat 9AM Shabbat Torah Study

7PM Rabbi Adult Education

NFTY SPRING KALLAH
7:30PM MLK Shabbat Service7:00PM Brotherhood meeting

Passover Day 4
7:30PM Shabbat Service with Yizkor

7:30PM Shabbat Service

Passover Day 5
9AM Shabbat Torah Study

NFTY SPRING KALLAH
9AM Shabbat Torah Study

9AM Shabbat Torah Study
10:30AM Paige Blotner Bat Mitzvah
8:00PM Youth Group and NEFESH 
Overrnight

Passover Day 3

APRIL 2017

NFTY Boat Cruise

CA
LEN

D
A

RS

13

7:30PM Shabbat Service

7PM Rabbi Adult Education 7:30PM Passover With Special Needs

Office Closed
Passover Day 2

7:30PM Havdallah With Special Needs

7PM Sisterhood Beading

Community-Wide 
Yom Yerushalayim

31
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Advertisements 

JCC Rockland 
450 West Nyack Road, West Nyack NY 10994

845.362.4400  jccrockland.org
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(Continued From Donation Page)

TEMPLE FUND
Alan Salzberg  & Lisa Smith
 In memory of Harry Nagel
Joan & Peter Lifson
 In memory of Ruth Leventhal
 In memory of Jack Levinger
Phylis Feiner Johnson
 In honor of Sally Winter
Sally Winter
 In honor of the birth of Luke Jackson Frank
 In honor of the birth of Zachary Reed Leventhal
 In honor of Dom Leone’s “big” birthday
 In memory of Edna Rosenfeld
Adolph & Janet Blank
 In memory of Edna Rosenfeld
Brenda & Marty Rutstein
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
 In memory of Mary Solomon
 In honor of Emma Bernstein’s Bat Mitzvah
 In honor of speedy recovery to Tobi Mathios
 In honor of Jason Blotner’s Bar Mitzvah
 In honor of Paige Blotner’s Bat MItzvah
Allen & Roberta Shane
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Brita Okin
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Lee & Addie Feist
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Karen & Tom Baron
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Pamela Feldstein & David Loewenberg
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Susan Marquith and Mark Papo
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Suzanne Barber
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Marty & Barbara Cohen
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Judy & Howard Leibowitz
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Robert & Elaine Kaplan
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Dolores & Gene White
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Jeffrey & Jill Blomberg
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Jane Kalfus
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Marjorie Wineburgh & family
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Paul & Diane Roman
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Gerry & Dolores Treger
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Bertram & Janet Droga
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Bob & Lois Silverman
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Gladys and David Herckis
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Marcye Portnoy & Ernie Kossoff
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Carol & Mitch Newman
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Orrin & Elaine Getz
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
David & Joan Berger
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Michael & Sarah Goetz
 In memory of Martin Bernstein
Maria Dowling and RJFS Staff and Board
 In memory of Theresia Glessman

ELLIOT TEITELBAUM FUND
Carole and Jerry Korn
Pam and Marty Schaeffer 



CAPTION: sumquunt adi 
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228 New Hempstead Road
New City, NY 10954
845-638-0770

Senior Rabbi
Brian Leiken
rabbi.leiken@tbsrockland.org

Cantor
Anna Zhar
cantor.annazhar@tbsrockland.org

Executive Director
Bethanne Knapp
bethanne.knapp@tbsrockland.org

Education Director
Marilyn Fellows
marilyn.fellows.rs@tbsrockland.org

Nursery School Director
Lori Scott
lori.scott.ns@tbsrockland.org

Office Administrator
Valentina Katsnelson
valentina.katsnelson.office@
tbsrockland.org

Bookkeeper
Catherine Robinson
crobinson@tbsrockland.org

Sisterhood Presidents
Melissa Bernstein
happytobme1@yahoo.com
Meredith Spiegel
3boys5@optonline.net

Brotherhood President
Neil Rosenthal
leapday229@gmail.com

Youth Group Director
Andrea Seidenberg
tbsyouthg@gmail.com

School Administrator 
Susan Dutiger
nurseryschooltbs@gmail.com
religiousschooltbs@gmail.com

Lamp Editor
Stacey Schiff
sfkfree@gmail.com


